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Young becomes second oral surgeon
in U.S. with active R01 grant funding
The following article is being reprinted
with permission from the University of
Texas Health Science Center at Houston.

The Young Laboratory at UTHealth
Houston School of Dentistry has been
awarded a nearly $3 million research
project grant (R01 DE030140) from
the National Institute of Dental and
Craniofacial Research (NIDCR) of
the NIH to continue exploration of
biomaterial-facilitated immunotherapy
for treatment-resistant oral cancers.
With this grant, Simon Young, DDS,
MD, PhD, becomes just the fourth-ever
oral surgeon to receive an R01
grant from the NIH, one of two
oral surgeons in the country with
active R01 funding and the first from
UTHealth. Dr. Young is an assistant
professor in the Bernard and Gloria
Pepper Katz Department of Oral
and Maxillofacial Surgery at
UTHealth School of Dentistry and
a MD Anderson UTHealth Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences
faculty member with the Programs
in Biochemistry and Cell Biology,
and Immunology.
“I’m incredibly grateful to be given
this funding opportunity by the
NIDCR to work on developing our
biomaterials-based intratumoral
immunotherapy technology,”
Dr. Young said. “The OMS Foundation
and NIDCR were there to support
us at the very beginning when
Jeff Hartgerink and I were just
formulating this new idea.
“As a young surgeon-scientist and
early-stage investigator, R01 grant
funding like this is a dream come
true – I feel as though my entire career
up to this point has been focused
on achieving this milestone. Despite

the challenges of the COVID-19
pandemic, I’ve been extremely lucky
to be surrounded by an incredibly
supportive OMS department and
numerous bright minds in both my
and collaborators’ labs who have
dedicated themselves to this work.
I couldn’t be happier right now and
am truly excited to see how we can
look at ways on improving care for
oral cancer patients in the future.”
The R01 grant is $2.77 million
and will be awarded over a five-year
span starting in July 2021 for the
project, “SynerGel: A novel tumor
microenvironment-modulating hydrogel
for local immunotherapy.” Funds
will be split between Dr. Young,
the project’s primary investigator;
Hartgerink, PhD, at Rice University;
Andrew Sikora, MD, PhD, at The
University of Texas MD Anderson
Cancer Center; and Akdes Harmanci,
PhD, at Baylor College of Medicine.
Dr. Young’s grant summary recognizes:
“The overall five-year survival rate
for head and neck cancer has not
improved much over the last few
decades with both conventional
multimodal treatment and emerging
immunotherapies known to have
an adverse, and sometimes fatal,
impact on quality of life.”
Immunotherapy, Dr. Young notes,
has become an emerging standard
of care for many different kinds of
cancer. His group is working to improve
it through a biomaterials-based,
intratumoral delivery approach
that is highly customizable because
of the modular nature of the amino
acid building blocks of the peptide
hydrogel being used.

The Young Lab plans to use the
grant to investigate the mechanisms
driving the effectiveness of a novel
immunotherapy platform technology
for head and neck cancer, SynerGel,
and determine how it can be used in
combination with standard-of-care
radiation therapy to reduce treatment
toxicity. SynerGel, which is peptidebased, is an injectable, biomaterialbased platform for intratumoral
drug delivery created by Dr. Young,
Hartgerink and Dr. Sikora.
The aim of the research is to enhance
understanding of how both tumor and
immune cells in the tumor environment
can be manipulated to produce a strong
anti-tumor effect while reducing the
side effects of treatment.
The research team will create various
immunotherapy combinations and
evaluate their effectiveness in a
preclinical setting not just for efficacy,
but also break down the tumor to
single-cell suspensions to assess
the tumor micro-environment using
advanced techniques such as
single-cell sequencing.
This research marks the continued
progress of SynerGel. Dr. Young,
Hartgerink and Dr. Sikora published
a paper on their hydrogel in the
February edition of ACS Biomaterials
Science & Engineering, reporting an
advance on their previous development
of the original drug-hydrogel
combination, STINGel, from 2018.
Research to date has been supported
by grants from the OMS Foundation,
Hinds Academy Foundation, NIDCR,
Welch Foundation, National Science
Foundation and Mexican National
Council for Science and Technology. ■

Note: The OMS Foundation supported Dr. Young’s early research into biomaterial-facilitated immunotherapy treatment for head and neck cancer with
a Research Support Grant in 2018. The data obtained by Drs. Young and Hartgerink during that first year of study were critical to obtaining additional
funding and supported the team’s successful application in 2021 for an R01 grant from the NIH.

Message from the Chair

‘Relevance’ drives
Foundation’s goals in 2022

Louis K. Rafetto, DMD,
Foundation Chair

Last year’s Cook County Health
Symposium on The Future of
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
offered an abundance of insight
into what OMSs are thinking
about right now and what they
see as the specialty’s top
priorities in the years ahead.

If you were asked to rate
Not surprisingly, anesthesia and
the relevance of the OMS
patient safety top everyone’s
Foundation in 2021, how would
list. Our anesthesia delivery
you respond?
model, long a defining tenet
“Relevance” was top of mind for of our specialty, has become
a target for our specialty’s
our Directors as we launched
competitors and detractors.
our Clinical Research Support
Grant program in 2020 and
In response, AAOMS and the
updated our Strategic Plan
Foundation joined forces to
earlier this year, and it was
mount a data-driven defense
a principal topic of discussion
of the safety of our practice
when our Committee on
model. Dr. Thomas Dodson is
Research met to evaluate this
leading the effort – the AAOMS
year’s applications for funding.
Anesthesia Safety Study via
the OMS Quality Outcomes
But relevance looks different
Registry (OMSQOR®) – to
to a resident than it does to
compile and analyze data
a mid-career practitioner or
contributed by practicing OMSs.
an educator. Our task is to
serve the specialty as a whole,
This is relevant, and your help
and we have been tuning in
is needed for it to be effective.
to AAOMS members to learn
Please don’t sidestep this
how to do that better.

important opportunity to help
defend our specialty. Email
omsqor@aaoms.org or call
800-822-6637 to learn more
and sign up to participate.

their skillset and support
programs that will train
our educators to be better
teachers (in addition to
being exceptional OMSs).

In addition, a multidisciplinary
team of OMSs and
pharmacologists at the
University of Pennsylvania
is closer to its goal of reliably
identifying (pre-surgery)
third molar patients who will
convalesce successfully with
non-narcotic pain medications,
with funding from a Clinical
Research Support Grant from
the Foundation. A tool that
enables OMSs (and other
surgeons) to reduce the
number of opioid prescriptions
they write? That’s relevant.

Are these programs you would
consider relevant and worthy
of support? We’d like to hear
your thoughts on that.

Our Directors also are exploring
ways to expand our Global
Initiative for Volunteerism and
Education (GIVE) program to
include humanitarian service
and learning opportunities
closer to home, offer “booster”
fellowships for mid-career
practitioners looking to expand

This month we welcomed
Drs. Jasjit Dillon, Gary Bouloux
and Martin Eichner to our Board.
They join Drs. Brett Ferguson,
Thomas P. Williams, Dale Misiek
and Debra Sacco and ROAAOMS
Liaison Dr. Ashleigh Weyh.
All of them are ready to
listen, as am I, to constructive
suggestions for keeping your
Foundation relevant, responsive
to your needs and worthy of
your investment.
I invite you to reach out to any
of us and help support our
efforts – and our relevance –
moving forward. I look forward
to hearing from you. ■

OMS Foundation
welcomes two new
Directors to its Board

OMS Foundation Directors congratulate retiring Chair Bill Passolt.

Gary Bouloux, DDS, MD,
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Dr. Richard Panek and
his wife, Mary, presented
a legacy gift commitment
of $850,000 to the OMS
Foundation during the
2021 AAOMS Annual
Meeting, bringing the
Foundation’s new and
upgraded R.V. Walker
Society commitments
for the year to $1.04
million. “Dentistry and
OMS have been very
good to us,” Dr. Panek
said. “Mary and I agree
that any riches from our
work should be shared,
if possible. We believe
that supporting the
development of the
future leaders of AAOMS
will preserve the vitality
of the specialty, and
a planned gift to the
Foundation was
an efficient way to
accomplish that.”
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Giving

Walker Society giving tops $1 million in 2021
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Early in his career,
Dr. Gary Seldomridge
made “minor”
contributions to a
company IRA, setting
the account aside when
he changed jobs after
a year. He named the
Foundation as beneficiary
and, by 2009, the
account’s value qualified
him and Christina
Seldomridge for
recognition as Walker
Society donors. The value
of the Seldomridges’
“minor” investment has
since surpassed $80,000.
They could not be more
pleased. “I’ve had an
incredible career,”
Dr. Seldomridge said. “I
have attended nearly
every AAOMS Annual
Meeting since I was a
resident and served on the
Board of the Pennsylvania
Society and as a Delegate
for District II, and
Christina served on the
Foundation’s Alliance
Board. We’ve known and
worked with some of the
specialty’s best people,
and it’s our pleasure
to earmark this fund to
support the Foundation.”

Dr. Erik Evans formally
committed to a legacy
gift to the Foundation in
2021, but “giving back”
was on his mind for
several years and
embedded in his
personal culture since
childhood. “My dad
(Dr. T.W. Evans) is the
reason I’m an OMS.
I knew in seventh grade
that I wanted to help
people the way that
he did. Along with Drs.
Guillermo Chacon and
Deepak Krishnan, my
dad was my inspiration,
my mentor and my role
model. Dr. Walker was a
mentor and friend of my
father’s. Their friendship
inspired me to become
a Foundation donor and
Walker Society member.”

Dr. Howard and Irene
Fisher are among the
Foundation’s most
consistent and generous
supporters, contributing
more than $100,000
over the years to the
Campaign for Research
and Education, REAP,
Davis Challenge,
Centennial Tree and
Annual Fund. The Fishers’
spontaneous gift-match
challenge at the 2019
Florida Society meeting
generated more than
$50,000 for the
Foundation. Recently,
the Fishers announced
a $100,000 gift to the
Foundation in their
estate plan. “Thanks
to the generosity of
OMSs like Dr. Walker,
I’ve had a wonderful
life doing work that I
love,” Dr. Fisher said.
“I consider it an honor,
not an obligation, to
help create that same
opportunity for the
next generation and to
ensure that our specialty
continues to progress.”

Dr. Eric Geist upgraded
his legacy giving
commitment in
2021 and invited
several dozens of his
colleagues to follow
suit. “The resources
needed to provide
meaningful, high-quality,
innovative research
and state-of-the-art
education have
increased significantly,”
he said. “We are
at the threshold of
transformative digital
technology across all
phases of patient care.
Cutting-edge research
facilitates better care
and improved outcomes
for our patients. It’s my
responsibility – and
my pleasure – to help
secure the future of the
specialty that has given
us so much.”

R.V. Walker
The Foundation extends its sincere gratitude to these donors and Drs. Stuart Lieblich and Janot Bente, Dr. Herb and
Mary Stith as well as Drs. Cynthia Winne and James Newton for their commitments to the Walker Society in 2021.

D I D YO U K N O W ?

The OMS Foundation Alliance welcomes
every spouse/family member of Foundation
donors into its vibrant community with
no membership fee. Learn more at
OMSFoundation.org/Alliance.

The OMS Foundation recognized
recipients of its 2021 awards onstage
at the 2021 Annual Meeting Opening
Ceremony, Awards Presentation and
Meeting Dedication. The Foundation
congratulates its 2021 award recipients:

Torch Award
The Foundation’s
most prestigious
award recognizes
individuals or
organizations who
have provided
exceptional service
to the Foundation.

Kathy A. Banks,
DMD

During her term as Foundation Chair from
2017-19, Dr. Kathy A. Banks was a principal
architect of the Strategic Alliance between
AAOMS and the Foundation, serving as
leader, negotiator and consensus-builder.
She has served as District II Delegate and
Caucus Secretary as well as Chair of the
Committee on Healthcare Policy, Coding
and Reimbursement. She also served on
several OMSNIC committees.
Dr. Banks was the first female President
of the New Jersey Society of Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgeons and is Past
President of the Monmouth-Ocean County
Dental Society. She is on staff at Jersey
Shore University Medical Center and
Southern Ocean Medical Center and
is in private practice in Barnegat, N.J.

Research
Recognition
Award

Gerald E. Hanson
Outstanding
Service Award

This award
recognizes those
whose scientific
Anh D. Le, DDS,
contributions have
PhD
led to a better
understanding of
basic disease processes and improvement
of care for patients afflicted with disorders
of the maxillofacial region.

This award recognizes
David E. Frost,
outstanding
DDS, MS
champions and
advocates whose
support for the Foundation
demonstrates extraordinary stewardship.

Dr. Anh D. Le is Chair of the OMS Department
and the Norman Vine Endowed Professor
of Oral Rehabilitation at the University of
Pennsylvania. Her research focuses on
mesenchymal stem cells from adult oral
tissues, and she patented a process for
identifying and characterizing adult stem
cells from gingival tissue. She proposed
these stem cells may support healing by
modifying the wound environment, and
her team received NIH funding to continue
its search for ways to regenerate missing
craniofacial tissue. Dr. Le and her collaborators
also are investigating the potential of
mesenchymal stem cells to treat
bisphosphonate-related osteonecrosis of
the jaw after successful trials with mice.
The Foundation supported her research
with a 1994 Research Fellowship, Research
Support Grants in 2007 and 2010, and its
Stephen B. Milam Award in 2014.

Dr. David E. Frost joined the Board of the
Foundation in 2007 and served as its
Chair from 2009-10. He also has served
on every Foundation committee and
sits on the Committee on Humanitarian
Programs, where he contributed to the
development and launch of the Global
Initiative for Volunteerism and Education
(GIVE). He was recognized with the AAOMS
Presidential Achievement Award in 2008
and the Foundation’s Torch Award in 2015.
Dr. Frost also has served as an ABOMS
examiner, Director and President, a Past
President of the Southeastern Society of
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons and on
the JOMS Editorial Board. In addition, he
has been the Consultant to the Surgeon
General for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
for the U.S. Air Force and Chair Emeritus
of the Health Volunteers Overseas Board
of Directors. Dr. Frost has volunteered
extensively, leading humanitarian
healthcare groups in Chile, Cuba,
India, Nepal, Peru and Vietnam. ■

Dr. David E. Frost
is an exceptional
example of
contagious
enthusiasm,
infecting anyone
who stands close.
David E. Frost,
He is a lifetime
DDS, MS
academic, always
learning and looking
for better ways to do things. He also is a
fervent, committed and vocal supporter
of his athletic teams – the University of
North Carolina Tar Heels and the Texas
A&M University Aggies.

I first met David when he was serving as
faculty for the University of Michigan board
review course. While his mock exams
demonstrated his extraordinary knowledge
of oral and maxillofacial surgery, he was
consistently fair, humble and challenging.
He prepared me well for my experience
as a candidate for ABOMS certification,
and I was fortunate to serve as an
ABOMS Director and a member of
its Examination Committee during
his term as ABOMS President.
David has an aggressive golf swing
(perhaps copied by Bryson DeChambeau?)
with lots of velocity and monster force.
He is always looking for the monster

drive and periodically he connects. He is
committed to and strongly supportive of
his colleagues, family and his specialty.
David is a true leader of our specialty
and gives very generously of his time,
expertise and energy to advance the
specialty and those who practice it.
He never loses sight of the goal to
improve the delivery of safe and effective
oral and maxillofacial surgery care.
Tar Heel or Aggie? Perhaps he is a hybrid
of both with strong characteristics of each.
I expect it would be difficult at best for him
to choose. ■

Volunteer Spotlight

Volunteer spotlight:
Dr. David Frost Tar Heel or Aggie?
Submitted by Dr. James Q. Swift

2021 Awards

r

2021 awards presented at AAOMS Annual Meeting

Behind their face masks,
attendees of the 2021 AAOMS
Annual Meeting were clearly
excited to gather with their
colleagues in Nashville, Tenn.,
and that enthusiasm translated
into an outpouring of support
for the OMS Foundation.
Dr. Richard and Mary Panek’s
commitment to a legacy gift
of $850,000 – delivered on
the meeting’s first day – was
a harbinger of good things to
come. By week’s end,
the Foundation also received
legacy gifts from Dr. Howard
and Irene Fisher and Dr. Herb
and Mary Stith, $165,000
in cash gifts – including two
major gift settlement payments
– 18 new OMSFIRE (OMS for
Innovation, Research and
Education) gifts and dozens
of contributions from donors
from as far away as Austria.

The Foundation welcomed
these new OMSFIRE donors
at the meeting:

Platinum
($100,000 over five years):
• Beacon Oral Specialists

Gold
($50,000 over five years)
• Dr. Mark Zajkowski

Silver
($25,000 over five years)
• Pacific Dental Services

Dr. Colin and Susan Bell paid
tribute to their friend and
retiring Foundation Chair
William C. Passolt, CPA,
with a gift of $55,000, the
balance on their $100,000
commitment made in 2019.
Similarly, Dr. Dan and Adaline
Klemmedson completed
their 2020 OMSFIRE Gold
commitment with a $30,000
gift during the Annual Meeting.

The Foundation appreciates
every gift, especially yours, and
thanks everyone who stopped
by the Exhibit Hall Booth or
donated electronically during
the 2021 Annual Meeting.

Bronze
($12,500 over five years)
• Dr. Richard Burton
• Dr. Jasjit Dillon
• Dr. Jonathan Gray
• Dr. Michael Kleiman
• Dr. Edward Miller
• Dr. Joseph (Jody) Miller
• Dr. Eric Olendorf
• Dr. Thomas Padgett
• Dr. Mohammed Qaisi
• Dr. Gregory Sarka
• Dr. Julie Ann Smith
• Dr. Stanley Smith
• Dr. Michael Stronczek
• Dr. Daniel Whitney
• Dr. Cynthia Winne

From left: Foundation Chair Dr. Louis Rafetto with new
OMSFIRE donors: Drs. Richard Burton, Michael Kleiman,
Cynthia Winne and Thomas Padgett

Alliance events hit the right notes in Nashville
The OMS Foundation Alliance
celebrated its 27th year with
a flourish in Nashville, Tenn.,
raising more than $17,000 for
Global Initiative for Volunteerism
and Education (GIVE) and
welcoming five resident families
to the AAOMS community.
With financial support from
OMSNIC, the Alliance hosted
five Norma L. Kelly Resident
Spouse Scholarship winners
at the AAOMS Annual Meeting,
where they were guests of
honor at the Alliance’s
well-attended daily
Health Walks
as well as the
Luncheon and
FUNraiser
for GIVE.

At the luncheon, Navy Lt. Cmdr.
Bruno Kuloba, DDS, recounted
his experiences as a humanitarian
healthcare volunteer with Smile
Bangladesh and thanked the
Alliance for funding the GIVE
stipend that covered his travel
expenses. Gina Venier, a
Nashville singer-songwriter,
provided entertainment and
delighted the crowd with a song
about GIVE she composed
for the occasion.
Thanks to generous gifts
from Canfield Inc., OMSNIC,
Dr. Barry and Lana Hendler
and others, the Alliance funded
six future $2,500 GIVE stipends
in 2021. This year’s Alliance
Committee included Chair
Ellyn Hutton, Vice Chair Stacy
Erickson, Past Chair Angie
Henderson and Olga Schwartz. ■

Annual Meeting

Annual Meeting a resounding success for Foundation

Corporate Donor

2021

Platinum Donor

Beacon Oral Specialists
Founded and led by experienced oral surgeons, Beacon Oral
Specialists provides its partners with scalable infrastructure and
systems tailored to meet the individual needs of each practice,
with a goal to provide superior oral and maxillofacial care with
clinical autonomy in an era of rapid change and uncertainty.

Volunteer
spotlight:
Dr. Kathy Banks

“Our commitment in becoming a Foundation supporter
is rooted in our dedication to elevating and preserving
the specialty of oral and maxillofacial surgery by supporting
innovative research and education opportunities for
residents now and in generations to come. We are honored
to support and align with the Foundation's mission and
programs as a Platinum OMSFIRE donor as together we
envision a strong and vibrant future for our specialty.”
– Mike Friguletto, CEO, Beacon Oral Specialists

Kathy A. Banks, DMD

2021

Submitted by Victor L. Nannini, DDS,
FACS, 2019-20 AAOMS President

Gold Donor

It’s fitting that the OMS Foundation
recognize one of its most influential
volunteers of our generation,
Dr. Kathy Banks, with its prestigious
Torch Award in 2021.

We are stronger

together

Juliana DiPasquale, DMD, and Kevin Patterson,
DDS, MD (not pictured: Lauren Hanzlik, DDS)

“Now, more than ever, OMSs need evidence-based best practices for patient care.
The OMS Foundation’s support of research related to anesthesia and patient safety, effective
non-narcotic pain management strategies and other issues of vital importance to the practice
of oral and maxillofacial surgery helps us provide the very highest level of care for our patients.
Without research, the advancement of clinical care will cease. Denver Metro OMS is proud to
support the Foundation as a Gold OMSFIRE practice.”
– Drs. Kevin Patterson, Juliana DiPasquale and Lauren Hanzlik, Denver Metro OMS

Your gift to the OMS Foundation supports innovative research, education
opportunities for residents and a strong academic sector. Donate now
to DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT! Every gift to the Annual Fund received by
Dec. 31 will be matched by OMS Partners, LLC, up to a total of $25,000.

Investing in
innovation.
Advancing the
specialty.

OMSFoundation.org/Donate

Kathy is one of the most hardworking,
dedicated and clear-thinking people
I know, and her skill as a consensus
builder was instrumental in ensuring the
success of the Foundation’s ambitious
Strategic Alliance with AAOMS in 2018.
She brought a singular intensity to
her dual role as Chair of the Foundation
and one of several principal architects
of the Strategic Alliance. Throughout
the difficult – and often contentious –
“construction” phase, she was both
committed and prepared to lead,
ensuring every voice was heard and
guiding the group toward an agreement
that delivered value to both parties and
continues to stand the test of time.
I offer my congratulations
on a job well done. ■
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